PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (EAC)
AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING
October 4, 2021 (7:00 PM EST)
Plainfield Township Municipal Building
6292 Sullivan Trail
Nazareth, PA 18064
I.
II.

CALL TO ORDER – CHAIRMAN, ROBERT CORNMAN
ROLL CALL – TOM PETRUCCI, SECRETARY
1. Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) Roll Call

Robert Cornman, Chairman
Jane Mellert, Member
Stan Shelosky, Member
VACANT

Robert Simpson, Vice-Chairman
Bruce Rabenold, Member
Jeffrey Beavan, Member
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager and
Secretary to Environmental Advisory
Council

III.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – September 2, 2021 Draft Meeting Minutes

IV.

MEETING BUSINESS:
1. Public Presentation on DRAFT Clean Fill Regulations Ordinance: Charlie Schmehl,
Vice President of Urban Research and Development Corporation
2. Review of DRAFT Clean Fill Regulations Ordinance
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V.

CITIZEN’S AGENDA/NON-AGENDA (There is a 5-minute time limit for speakers.
Please state your name prior to addressing the Environmental Advisory Council)*
*In addition to direct public participation during the meeting, written comments
concerning any listed agenda items may be submitted to the Township Manager by way
of an email to manager@plainfieldtownship.org or via U.S. Mail C/O Township
Manager, Plainfield Township, 6292 Sullivan Trail, Nazareth, PA 18064.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT
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Plainfield Township Seeks Public Input on
Regulations Regarding the Quality of Fill
Plainfield Township officials are discussing a draft zoning amendment that would assist in
carrying out State environmental regulations to prevent the use of contaminated fill. Plainfield
Township would not set its own environmental standards for fill, but would require additional
local oversight of large fill operations. The draft ordinance would also require professional
independent testing of a sampling of large fill operations, if the State did not require testing.
The draft amendment will be discussed at a meeting of the Plainfield Township Environmental
Advisory Council on Monday, October 4th, 2021 (7:00 PM), at the Plainfield Township
Municipal Building, which is located at 6292 Sullivan Trail, Nazareth, PA 18064. The public is
invited to attend. There also will be a later public hearing by the Board of Supervisors, before
the amendment would be considered for adoption.
Plainfield Township includes dozens of inactive quarries, which are mostly former slate
quarries. A goal of this project is to promote returning former quarries to a productive use, but
in a way that makes sure that the activity occurs in an environmentally safe manner that will
protect groundwater, creeks and public health.
The contamination risks are particularly high in quarries that have water or that are close to the
water table or where contaminants could reach groundwater or surface waters. It is much more
difficult to address contamination after it occurs, and much more difficult to remove
contaminated materials than to dump them.
There also are concerns about the potential contamination of fill used in other projects,
particularly residential developments, where there is a higher health risk.
The Township can have a major role in quickly identifying situations that require involvement
of the PA. Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), to seek an investigation and
enforcement action by DEP. Also, the Township oversight process can have a strong deterrent
effect upon entities that otherwise would violate environmental regulations, because they
believe there is little oversight.
The draft amendment builds upon a model local ordinance that is being promoted by the State
of New Jersey for adoption by their municipalities.
Under the proposed draft ordinance, the Township would require a zoning permit for use of
purported clean fill. As part of the permit, the owner of the property or the entity depositing the
fill would provide a written statement describing the sources of the material. For larger fill
operations, the Township would be given the authority to require periodic random testing of the
materials by an independent laboratory, at no cost to the Township, as a condition of the zoning
approval.

This project is being completed in partnership with the Lehigh Valley Greenways
Conservation Landscape. Funding was provided in part by a grant from Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and
Conservation, Environmental Stewardship Fund, administered by Delaware & Lehigh
National Heritage Corridor, Inc.

